THE PRACTITIONER'S MlRROR AMD RETROSPECT.
[The Editor will be glad to receive offers of co-operation and contributions from members of the profession. There is no doubt that much valuable material full of interest and instruction is at present lost to science. This is largely so in the case of (1) the younger and less-known members of the hospital staff (2) Although the treatment of cholera is thus to a great extent uncertain, experience shows that the prevention of cholera may be achieved. On the expectation of cholera the following are the principal points : Great attention to the general sanitary condition ; avoidance of over-crowding; attention to ventilation; examination of traps, sinkB, and drains, to see that they are in good working order ; attention to the water supply. It cannot be too often reiterated that the incidence of cholera is on the most unsanitary localities. Personal hygiene should not be neglected, but radical alterations in the way of living should not be suddenly made. And fear of the disease should be combated; for fear is undoubtedly a great predisposing agent.
We observe it has been stated that the outbreak of cholera in Spain is ascribed to the disturbance of some old cesspools, which were in existence during a former epidemic. This is not the first time cholera has been attributed to very similar causes.
Other maladies also have been similarly originated by theory. An epidemic of small-pox at Quebec was supposed to bs due to the opening of a small-pox cemetery many years old. This entails the belief that disease germs may lay dormant for an indefinite period. An argument used in favour of this is the fact of wheat taken from the pyramids germinating. But the wheat was not in the earth, and earth is one of the best of disinfectants, deodorants, and decomposing agents. We are of opinion that we must search for the cause of cholera above the earth, and not below it.
